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MALTA NFP timeline

1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

Operational 
launch of 
EMWIS

Start of 2nd

Phase
Website 
launched 26th

February
Website 
revised

Website 
revised and 
additional 
content added

Website 
revised

Website 
published 
in August

NWIS 
feasibility 
study

Study on 
feasibility of 
Mediterranean 
water 
observation 
mechanism

Education 
campaign

initiated

Server provided by 
EMWIS installed at 
MRA – improves 
internal 
communication



Achievements and failures of the NFP

Achievements
Increasing importance of the NFP website
Focuses on the role of education in water policy
Help foster the concept of an NWIS 
Contribute to a Common Mediterranean Water Policy

Fails to:
Provide a forum for exchange of experience at the 
National level
Achieve MoUs between national organisations to 
contribute to a NWIS
Provide sufficient information and therefore is isolated in 
its attempt to create a national network.



NFP website statistics

General statistics : Hits and Page Views
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NFP website statistics

Visitors
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NFP website statistics

Organisation breakdown

0

2,000

4,000

6,000

8,000

10,000

2004
2005
2006

2004 5,215 759 70 7 7 3 0 0

2005 7,235 830 42 17 8 3 4 0

2006 9,322 804 119 16 26 4 4 7
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Website and information 
management

Students make use of the geological, 
geomorphologic and historical contexts 
provided. 
The MEPA has also utilised information 
provided by the NFP as a means of 
informing the public on the natural 
resources present on the islands and has 
included texts from the EMWIS NFP in its 
own website.

MEPA screen shots utilising EMWIS MALTA NFP 
info and maps



There still remain difficulties in the exchange of water information 
due to: 

lack of standard operation procedures for the collection of 
information across authorities, 
unclear roles and responsibilities, 
no standard data exchange formats and structures, 
the unavailability of computerised information systems, 
the lack of human resources
problems related to data readiness, availability and reliability. 

Despite the fact that the NWIS report stated that all stakeholders 
were eager to establish a NWIS in Malta, several authorities raised 
the point that an Environmental Information System should be set
up instead. 

NWIS Contents of the report



Status of NFP site
1. Visibility

i.e. putting information, 
ideas, decisions or 
debates on display for 
people who might seek 
them out.



Development of the NFP (Proposal)

2. Communication

i.e. actively addressing 
and conveying a 
communication to a 
recipient



Optimal and expected development

i.e. continuing 
dialogue between 
multiple 
participants, where 
each 
communication is 
(potentially) audible 
or visible to all other 
participants

4. Debate



MEDWIP



Regional Water Observation 
Mechanism – Main Conclusions

WISE information system – need to utilise it
Reason  - different information systems that target 
the specific needs of the different authorities can 
cause data confusion and inconsistency.
Problem with too many water information systems –
need to be integrated into one whole
Can’t commit to a regional observation mechanism if 
national data management is poor
Attention has to be paid to users rights and access
Priority topics of a RWOM 
- essential topics which require comprehensive data 
systems and coherent data structures



Regional Water Observation Mechanism 
– Main Conclusions

Particular attention has to be paid also to the means 
by which data is presented to the public since ideally 
the RWOM should be a Decision Support Tool to 
different entities. And a mechanism whereby different 
countries can share experiences in different fields of 
water management

Topics of main interest are experiences in non 
conventional water sources, climate change 
adaptation 

Sharing the development of processing tools and 
experiences



Awareness campaign
Creation of a teachers 
resource Pack to 
integrate water 
knowledge into the 
national curriculum
There are 10 proposed 
activities for each subject. 
In collaboration with Eco-
School project, an NGO 
and EMWIS
Targets Primary Schools
Would need to link this 
with a much larger 
campaign at a wider 
scale



Thank you!


