
All Mediterranean countries have allocated their institutions responsible for water management at the highest
administrative level. Only Portugal has assigned the management task to a national institute, while Italy has man-
dated the basin authorities with the overall management; all others have chosen national Ministries. In the sanita-
tion and drinking water sector it can be stated that small countries like Jordan or Portugal preferred a management
at the national level, others have chosen a combined solution and larger countries have a more prominent role of
local authorities. The tendency is that water supply and sanitation is managed closed to its delivery location.
The analysis of the legal framework in water management of the Mediterranean countries highlights that all countries
are devoted to the principles of Integrated Water Resources Management. With some exceptions all countries provide
for an up-dated legislation or are in the process of comprehensive revisions. Those countries that have chosen a sec-
toral approach to water legislation are now moving towards a coherent unified water law. While the legal basis for
water management provides for sound management foundations, the practical implementation still faces significant
challenges and it will take some more time until all the demanding requirements of integrated water resource man-
agement are met by the institutional set-up in practice as well as the prevailing management practices.

➫ Institutional and legal framework

Most often an inter-ministerial council has been chosen for the needed co-ordination among sectors. In some cases
this also includes the involvement of additional stakeholders and interest groups. In other cases the responsible
national authority is also in charge of co-ordination. Since all countries are on their way towards more integrated
approaches to water management it can be expected that all countries will favour joint councils or commissions for
co-ordination in the near future.

➫ Inter-ministerial and inter-sectoral coordination

In general, the principles of IWRM are applied to the territory of a river basin and not to national administrative bor-
ders. Especially those countries belonging to the European Union and thus obliged to implement the WFD are cur-
rently on the way to apply territorial water management at the scale of the river basin, which also includes trans-
boundary co-operation. But also most other Mediterranean countries move towards basin approaches. However
transboundary co-operation requires overcoming different administrative structures and some times a number of
conflicting interests. But the need to share water resources is widely acknowledged among the riparian states to the
Mediterranean.

➫ Territorial water management

All Mediterranean countries have established a water pricing system. Countries belonging to the European Union
have allocated the authorities for water pricing at the regional or local level. The others have preferred to control
pricing at the national level. 

➫ Water pricing

➫ Cost recovery
Data on cost recovery are not fully available for all Mediterranean countries. Many countries however provide for a
high cost recovery for households (80 – 100%). Those countries that have a low cost recovery for households (20 –
60%) all face severe challenges in regard to water scarcity where the costs for the provision of clean drinking water
are much higher. Cost recovery for water supply for industrial use is generally high where figures are given, but only
half of the countries have such data available. For the agricultural sector, the availability of data is even lower. For
those countries that have given figures for the agricultural sector cost recovery is generally low ranging from 0-50%,
only Turkey has stated a cost recovery of more than 80%.
In order to be able to give a more complete picture of cost recovery in the Mediterranean countries the current sta-
tus of cost recovery should be assessed in more detail. In general it can be stated that cost recovery could be
improved in nearly all Mediterranean countries; however, one needs to consider the rationale of the low cost recov-
ery rates in some countries. Social and regional justice, as well as economic effects (e.g. competitiveness of the agri-
cultural sector), are reasons for subsidies provided by the government and not reaching full cost recovery.
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Overview of 
National water institutional
settings in Mediterranean

countries

http://www.semide.net http://www.emwis.net

This table provides an overview of institutional framework for water management in Euromed countries involved 
in the Euro-Mediterranean Information System on know-how in the Water sector. The table is followed by a brief
analysis of the information collected. More details can be found on the National information sheets that also include
some basic data and indicators on the country (when available). For each country, the information provided has
been validated by the EMWIS National Focal Point.

Abbreviations used: 

HH. House holds
Ind. Industry
Irr. Irrigation
Nat’l National
Reg. Regional
WFD EU Water Framework Directive
GDP Gross Domestic Product
WRM Water Resource Management

➫ Summary table
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