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1. BACKGROUND
1.1
The United Nations continued special focus on Africa, and other forms of international partnerships in support of the region is particularly encouraging. The African Ministers’ Council on Water (AMCOW) expresses its profound gratitude to the current United Nations Secretary General, Mr. Kofi Annan, for according a high degree of attention to Africa’s special needs.  The establishment of the United Nations Secretary General Advisory Board (UNSGAB) on Water and Sanitation, in March 2004 as an independent body to give advice on water and sanitation, is a concrete example of UN support to Africa. AMCOW welcomes this positive development and expresses its readiness to work in partnership with UNSGAB. 
1.2
AMCOW was formally launched in Abuja, Nigeria on 29 April 2002 on the eve of the World Summit on Sustainable Development, which addressed global and regional water policy challenges. AMCOW’s membership consists of all African Ministers with responsibility for water resources. The mission of AMCOW is to provide political leadership, policy direction and advocacy in the provision, use and management of water resources for sustainable social and economic development and maintenance of African ecosystems and strengthen intergovernmental cooperation to address the water and sanitation issues in Africa.
1.3
AMCOW is actively engaged in keeping the state of Africa's water under review and promoting desirable actions of common interest to Africa by all stakeholders. It also facilitates regional and international co-operation through the co-ordination of policies and actions amongst African countries regarding water resources issues. The major AMCOW achievements include: establishment of a ministerial mechanism supported by a network of senior water officials for a systematic consideration of water policy challenges in Africa; providing support to regional integration processes; adopting a triennial work programme that provides strategic direction for national, regional and international cooperation; providing political support and leadership for the implementation of major water initiatives; compilation of key water portfolios for the five sub-regions of Africa, establishment of the African Water Facility (AWF) which is hosted and managed by the African Development Bank, and establishment of a Trust Fund under UNEP.

1.4
The United Nations Secretary General Advisory Board (UNSGAB) on Water and Sanitation dialogue with African stakeholders will be hosted by the Africa Development Bank (AfDB) on 14 December, 2006, in Tunis. This consultative meeting is a result of an agreement reached between UNSGAB and the African representatives led by Her Excellency Mrs. Maria Mutagamba, Minister for Water and Environment of the Republic of Uganda and President of AMCOW, in the presence of His Excellency Mr. Bruno Richard Itoua, Minister of Water Resources and Energy of the Republic of Congo, and representatives of African Union and the African Development Bank, on 10 July, 2006 in Paris. 
1.5
The UNSGAB released the document entitled “The Compendium of Actions” also known as the Hashimoto Action Plan at the fourth World Water Forum in Mexico.  The document outlines a work plan on global scale on the following six thematic areas of focus: i) Water Operators Partnership, ii) Financing, iii) Sanitation, iv) Monitoring and Reporting, v) Integrated Water Resources Management and vi) Water and Disaster. The consultative dialogue in Tunis will focus on this document and the African Water Agenda.

1.6
The objective of the dialogue is to exchange views on the Hashimoto Action Plan with African Stakeholders and formulate a framework of engagement of the UNSGAB in support of the on-going African water initiatives and programmes. The main outcome of the dialogue will be the design of specific joint actions by UNSGAB and African key institutions to achieve a breakthrough towards MDGs on water and sanitation in Africa by implementing recommended actions in the Hashimoto Action Plan within the framework of existing African water initiatives and programmes.

2. THE DEVELOPMENT CONTEXT
2.1
Africa's share of global freshwater resources is about nine percent (9%) or 4,050 km3/yr. Currently only 3.8 percent of water resources on the continent is developed for water supply, irrigation and hydropower. The freshwater resources across Africa are unevenly distributed, with western and central regions enjoying significantly greater endowment than the rest of the continent. By 2025, it is estimated, that up to 25 African countries will be subjected to water scarcity and/or water stress. 

2.2
Africa faces serious water security challenges despite high variable levels of rainfall resulting in floods and droughts in different parts at different times of the year.  Currently the average storage capacity on the continent is about 200 m3/person/year while in North America the per capita is about 5,961 m3/person/year. Nevertheless, Africa has the potential to increase its water storage capacity by harnessing excess and harmful flood waters for use during adverse drought conditions.  
2.3
Agricultural production has not kept pace with population growth in the Region. As a result, the nutrition position of the region is now worse than it was 30 years ago. One of the reasons contributing to this is the heavy dependence of African economies on rain-fed agriculture with the attendant vulnerability to droughts and floods. Hence the region is faced with a challenge to expeditiously develop the huge potential of irrigated agriculture as a strategy for eradication of absolute poverty and hunger. It has been estimated that a 3.3 per cent increase in annual agricultural output is needed to achieve the continent’s food security objectives.
2.4
Access to electricity in most African countries is less than 200 KWh/person/year, and in some countries it is less than 30 KWh/person/year. In comparison, access to electricity in America is above 12,000 KWh/person/year. The technically feasible hydropower potential of the region is estimated to be about 1.4 million GWh/year and so far only about 3% has been developed. If Africa has to achieve its goal of regional food security, the energy supply for agricultural activities should be increase two- to three-fold. 

2.5
In Africa, currently about 300 million people lack access to adequate water supply, and an estimated 313 million people lack access to adequate sanitation. Low access to sanitation and water supply are the root causes of many diseases that affect Africa. In addition, people with HIV/AIDS and Malaria, who are often victims of opportunistic diseases, are also affected by the situation. It has been estimated that if no serious intervention is made, the number of people without adequate water supply and access to sanitation could double by the 2015 MDG target if the ‘business as usual’ approach is sustained. 

2.6
It is in Africa where achievement of the MDGs poses the greatest challenges to political leaders and policy-makers inside and outside the continent. This challenge, applying January 2006 as the reference baseline, can be disaggregated as follows:
-
To meet the water target in Africa, an estimated additional 300 million people must get access to some form of improved water supply by 2015 with an average of over 30 million every year, 577,000 every week and 82,000 every weekday starting in January 2006.

-
To meet the sanitation target in Africa, an estimated additional 313 million people must get some form of improved sanitation by 2015 with an average of over 31 million every year, 600,000 every week and 86,000 every weekday starting in January 2006. 

2.7
Assuming that both the water and sanitation targets are achieved by 2015, that will still meet the needs of only half of those in Africa who lacked access to safe water and sanitation at the launch of the MDGs. The needs of the other half must still be met. However, if Africa maintains the same level of delivery achieved in 2004 for a further 3-4 years, then the target of safe water and sanitation for all by 2025 could be achieved in Africa by 2020. That would represent a unique historic achievement and humanitarian milestone when a major international target was set and met in Africa five years before the global deadline. 

2.8
For our planet, and especially the African continent, the equitable and sustainable management of water is, and must remain, the top local to global development challenge. For the governments and people of Africa, it is not an option not to achieve by 2015 the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), and by 2025 the Africa Water Vision and Framework for Action, in line with the Sirte Declaration by the Heads of States and Governments. Achievement of MDG targets on water should result in addressing the other crucial and often water-dependent MDGs on reducing poverty, hunger, child and maternal mortality and major diseases.

2.9
Since its inception in April 2002, AMCOW has concentrated on promoting implementation and partnerships on water and especially on how best to achieve the MDGs for safe water and sanitation by developing strategic approaches for achieving those targets by 2015. That will require promoting better water governance and forging new partnerships on water, including the design and implementation of effective Integrated Water Resources Management (IWRM) plans.

2.10
In 2002 Africa participated in the World Summit on Sustainable Development which agreed to adopt national IWRM strategies and water efficiency plans in 2005 to address the weaknesses in water allocation, protection, supply and distribution.  Through the African Union, AMCOW and other regional processes, priority has been given to mobilizing the crucial political commitments as well as the necessary regional and national resources for accelerated action in cooperation with our external partners:
2.11
In December 2003 at the Pan-African Implementation and Partnership Conference on Water (PANAFCON), Africa focused particularly on the following four key issues: water and health; water and poverty reduction; water and economic development; and water and environmental sustainability.

2.12
Based on the PANAFCON findings, eight key water priority areas from the community level to continental level in Africa are identified.  These are: (i) Ensuring the knowledge base; (ii) Meeting basic needs; (iii) Securing the food supply; (iv) Protecting ecosystems; (v) Managing risks; (vi) Valuing and allocating water; (vii) Governing water wisely; (viii) Sharing water resources.

2.13
The review at the PANAFCON revealed that Africa can not afford to repeat past failures in water resource management. These findings show that:

(i)
Water that has been poorly monitored and is usually poorly managed;
(ii)
Water is often subsidized for too few, while being a luxury for the poor;
(iii)
Water is a scarce resource but has been inefficiently used to produce enough food;
(iv)
Development that destroyed water ecosystems should not have been called development;
(v)
Too many lives have been lost because of too little, too much or too polluted water;
(vi)
Water has been unevenly distributed by nature, and then unfairly allocated by man;
(vii)
Water has been mismanaged because decision-making has been exclusive;
(viii)
Shared water is not shared fairly or wisely amongst users.
2.14
PANAFCON also examined the African water crisis and identified the following eight major challenges: (i) Tripling access to water and quadrupling improved sanitation; (ii) Closing the sanitation gap of the urban poor; (iii) Reducing high water-related diseases and deaths; (iv) Preventing water pollution in cities; (iv) Raising food security; (v) Expanding irrigation for agriculture; (vi) Doubling hydropower generation and services; (vii) Reducing costs of water-related disasters; (viii) Sharing water among sectors and countries.
2.15
The summary of the historical build-up of the African water agenda is provided in Annex 1.
3. PARTNERSHIP FOR REGIONAL INITIATIVES AND PROGRAMMES 
3.1
In order to address the main issues and challenges confronting the region, African governments have shown strong political commitment by launching and supporting the New Partnership for African Development (NEPAD) and AMCOW in line with the objectives of the African Union (AU). The strategic directions were articulated by the Heads of State and Government in the Sirte Declaration on 27th February 2004, and the ministerial declaration of AMCOW at the Fourth World Water Forum, March 2006. 
3.2
Africa has established a strong partnership with the regional stakeholders and international community through various fora. Such partnerships have resulted into the development of interventions, including the African Water Vision for 2025 and its Framework for Action, the NEPAD process on water and sanitation infrastructure, the outcome of PANAFCON listing portfolios of water programmes and projects on the continent. These interventions are in line with the MDG targets for sustainable development and the need to achieve accelerated socio-economic development on the continent. As a consequence, AMCOW recognises the existence of the following initiatives and partnerships that have the potential to contribute to achievement of the targets: 
i) Integrated Water Resources Management (IWRM)

· NEPAD-Water and Sanitation Infrastructure Programme (WSIP): NEPAD-WSIP aims at developing regional infrastructure, harmonizing sectoral procedures, enhancing financial flows towards investment in infrastructure, and developing skills and knowledge for the installation, operation and maintenance of water and sanitation infrastructure. A Short-Term Action Plan (STAP) has been developed and is under implementation. A Medium-to Long-Term Strategic Framework (MLTSF) is under study.

· Canada’s Water Initiative: The Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) provides support to policy/strategy development and building capacity for the implementation of policies and plans for sustainable water resources management in Africa. 

· Regional Cooperation and Trans-boundary Water Basin Organizations: There have been great efforts to establish new water basin organizations and strengthen existing ones. The Southern Africa Development Community (SADC) Protocol, Senegal River Basin Organization (OMVS), Niger Basin Authority (NBA) and Nile Basin Initiative (NBI) are some of successful example of transboundary cooperation. A parallel effort is also being directed at creating co-operation and coordination among water basin organizations. 
· The African Network of Basin Organisations (ANBO): ANBO’s objective is to promote integrated water resources management at the level of water basins as an essential tool for sustainable development.  ANBO organises for its members’ common activities of national, regional and continental interest and assist in the creation and development of trans-boundary basin organisations.
· Establishment of Sub-Regional Water Partnerships: Sub-regional water partnerships have been established in eastern, western, southern, central and northern Africa/ Mediterranean as subsidiaries of the Global Water Partnership. These sub-regional partnerships bring various sectors and interest groups together to identify and discuss their common water problems and to develop action plans based on IWRM. The sub-regional Water Partnership Programs have in turn been instrumental in the establishment of Country Water Partnerships.

· The Africa Civil Society Network on Water (ANEW): ANEW aims to promote dialogue, learning and cooperation on water issues in the region, and to facilitate and support the participation of African civil societies in water policy formulation and the implementation of development plans in the African water sector.

· The Africa Water Journalists’ Network (AWJN): The AWJN brings together more than a thousand journalists who share information and story ideas through a forum on the network's website. The network produces an Internet-based newsletter called the Water Chronicle. The network assist the promotion of African Water Issues both in the local and international media, develop a knowledge base about water among the population and promote transparency and accountability.

· German G8 Africa Action Plan and Trans-boundary Water Management: As part of international efforts towards implementing the plan, the G8 agreed to support NEPAD and its African partners through two initiatives in the field of trans-boundary water management. The first initiative focuses on strengthening cooperation among river basin organisations. The second initiative is for mapping donor support. The survey aims at developing an overview of the current activities of G8 member states in the field of trans-boundary water management in Africa. 

· The TIGER Initiative: The objective of the Initiative is to use space technology to improve knowledge about the water cycle and to develop sustainable Earth observation services for integrated water resource management in Africa as a special contribution to the NEPAD/AMCOW process and the achievement of WSSD goals. The initiative is supported by the space agencies of Canada, Japan and the United States. 

· Promotion of Science and Technology:
Water sciences and technologies constitute one of NEPAD’s flagship programmes. The NEPAD flagship programme is designed to strengthen the continent’s ability to harness and apply science and technology to address the challenges of securing adequate clean water and managing the continent’s water resources. A specific strategy on ways and means of establishing an African network of centres of excellence in water sciences and technology is being developed. 

· Partnership by AMCOW, UNEP, ILEC and private sector for the development of Atlas of African Lakes:
As part of the effort to expanding the knowledge base on African waters, the Atlas of African Lakes, has been prepared and published jointly by the partnership of AMCOW, UNEP, ILEC and the private sector.

· Partnership between AMCOW and African energy ministers (Hydropower):
The Africa ministers of water and energy committed to working together and prepared a joint action plan to unlock the hydropower potential of Africa to promote sustainable development, regional integration, water and energy security, and poverty eradication in Africa in their joint meeting held in Johannesburg, South Africa, 8-9 March 2006. They also agreed to improve cooperation and coordination between the Ministers, particularly within the ambit of African Ministers Council on Water (AMCOW). 
ii) Finance

· The African Water Facility (AWF): The AWF is led by the African Ministers’ Council on Water (AMCOW) and is established as a Special Water Fund managed by the African Development Bank. The AWF is an instrument conceived to facilitate the availability of financial resources to build Africa’s water infrastructure institutions and management capacity to meet the targets and goals of the African Water Vision and the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). The AWF has to raise Euro 500 million for its 2005-2009 programme, so far only Euro 60 million is committed by donors.

· The European Commission Water Initiative (EUWI):  The EUWI is a comprehensive partnership designed to help countries achieve water and sanitation targets. The EUWI support the sustainable delivery of water and sanitation infrastructure and improve water governance and Integrated Water Resources Management (IWRM) practices in African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) countries by helping to address the financing gap. The EU has committed €500 million for the Initiative

· The Infrastructure Consortium for Africa (ICA): The primary objective of the Consortium is to build a strategic partnership among donors to facilitate the development of infrastructure in Africa in support of economic growth and poverty reduction. The key sectors covered by the consortium are water and sanitation, energy, transport, telecommunications and urban infrastructure.

· Rural Water supply and Sanitation Initiative (RWSSI) Trust Fund: In order to increase the fund to the RWSSI, the AfDB, with the support of the donors community, created in 2006 the RWSSI Trust Fund dedicated to water supply and sanitation in rural Africa. The total commitment to that fund is already € 90 million (France: €40 million; Denmark: €30 million and Netherlands:  €20million).  

iii) Water Supply and Sanitation 

· Rural Water Supply and Sanitation Initiative (RWSSI): RWSSI was conceived by the African Development Bank and was accepted as framework for meeting the MDG in rural Africa at the Paris Conference in 2005 by the African countries, multilateral and bilateral donor agencies, and civil society organizations. The program aims to accelerate access to water supply and sanitation services in rural Africa with a view to attaining 66% access by 2010 and 80% access by 2015. If successful, it is estimated that about 277 million additional people would have access to drinking water and 295 million will benefit from sanitation services by 2015. The total investment required for achieving 80 percent coverage by 2015 is estimated to be about US$14.2 billion. 

· Water and Sanitation Programme for Africa Region (WSP-AF): The Water and Sanitation Programme (WSP), managed by the World Bank and funded through international partnerships with a wide range of External Support Agencies (ESAs), is a field network represented in at least 12 countries whose mission is to help the poor gain sustained access to water and sanitation services.  WSP focuses on developing policies, finding innovative solutions, promoting best practices and developing capacity for sustained service access. The Program is managed from the World Bank's Energy and Water Department, liaises closely with the Bank's regional operations, as well as with sectoral investment programs of other ESAs. 
· UN-HABITAT, Water for African Cities (WAC) Programme:
The Water for African Cities programme is supported by a water and sanitation Trust fund whose key objectives are to create an enabling environment for pro-poor investment in water and sanitation in urban areas, and to support capacity building at local level to manage these investments in a sustainable manner. Currently, Currently 17 cities from 14 countries and the Lake Victoria Region Water and Sanitation Initiative are involved in programme
· The African Water Association (AfWA): The AfWA was established in 1980 and has the vision of mobilising membership of all utilities in Africa. The AfWA’s objectives are to: i) coordinate the search for knowledge and experience in better and efficient provision of water services; ii) promote the exchange of information, and iii) initiate, encourage and promote cooperation and exchanges in professional training.

· Water Utility Partnership (WUP): WUP is a regional capacity-building programme with a focus on urban water utilities, including services for the urban poor. It is a joint programme initiated by: AfWA; the Regional Centre for Low Cost Water and Sanitation (CREPA); Training, Research and Networking for Development (TREND); and the World Bank. 

· The United States Water for the Poor Initiative:
 This initiative is targeted to expand access to clean water and sanitation services, improve watershed management, and increase the efficiency of water in industrial and agricultural activities. 
· The West Africa Water Initiative (WAWI): The goals of WAWI embrace the institutional perspectives of its twelve individual partners. WAWI works with communities and governments in Ghana, Mali and Niger. 

iv) Water Management for Food 

· NEPAD-Comprehensive African Agricultural Development Programme (CAADP): The CAADP initiative is a manifestation of African governments' commitment to address issues of agricultural sector growth, rural development and food security. It aims to promote interventions that best respond to Africa’s food insecurity. CAADP has been designed to promote investment in four key areas that can make a difference to Africa’s food and agriculture situation. The CAADP estimate for agricultural development is about US$ 251 billion. Of this, about US$37 billion is targeted to increase the area under irrigation to 20 million hectares by 2015. 

· Collaborative Programme of the NEPAD, AfDB, FAO, IFAD, IWMI and the World Bank: The partners identified the low level of investment in agricultural water management in Africa as a major development issue and created a collaborative programme aimed at improving the quality of assistance to governments, inducing greater investment flows and influencing the assistance provided by bilateral donors. The programme also aims to support NEPAD in translating its vision regarding the role of irrigation in rural development. 

v) Water and Disaster 
· Development of Disaster Risk Reduction Strategies for the Region: An Africa Regional Strategy for Disaster Risk Reduction whose aim is to be incorporated in development policy and activities was developed by AU and the NEPAD, with the support of the UN International Strategy for Disaster Reduction. The strategy was adopted by the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment (AMCEN) in June 2004 and was also positively received by the Heads of State in July 2004. 

· Hydrological Cycle Observing System (HYCOS): In view of the inadequacy of hydrological stations in Africa, the WMO has developed components of the World Hydrological Cycle Observing System (WHYCOS) for Africa. The System is composed of four regional Hydrological Cycle Observing System (HYCOS) projects: Mediterranean, SADC and Western and Central Africa (pilot) HYCOSs are operational in Africa; Niger and Volta-HYCOS are being implemented; implementation of SADC (second phase) and IGAD HYCOSs are to start soon; and Lake Chad and Senegal HYCOSs are being developed. Nile- and Congo-HYCOSs are in preparation. 

vi) Monitoring and Reporting
· Monitoring and Reporting: AMCOW mandated AWF to build national and regional capacity for monitoring and evaluation in Africa. AWF convened stakeholders’ consultative meeting on monitoring and evaluation in Africa in Tunis in September 2006. The meeting agreed to prepare an action plan to undertake assessment of current water sector monitoring and evaluation systems at regional and country level and to prepare a country assistance strategy to obtain reliable and timely data and information.
 
4. OPPORTUNITIES FOR COOPERATION WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF HASHIMOTO ACTION PLAN
4.1
The actions defined by the advisory board on water and sanitation issues cover six thematic areas of focus: i) Water Operators Partnership, ii) Financing, iii) Sanitation, iv) Monitoring and Reporting, v) Integrated Water Resources Management and vi) Water and Disaster. 
i. Water Operators Partnership (WOPs): The Board recognizes that about 90% of world’s urban (mainly piped water) is provided by publicly owned and managed water operators. This is also the case in Africa. Therefore major benefits are likely to be yielded by improving their managerial skills with the establishment of WOPs - a structured programme of cooperation among water operators. 
ii. Financing: The thrust of the recommended actions is to make water operators operationally capable and financially viable by building capacity to enable adequate mobilization of internally generated financial resources. Recommended actions involve national policy makers, financial institutions, donor community, municipal and district decentralized actors.

iii. Sanitation: Recommended actions recognize that political awareness and concerted efforts are required at the global and regional levels, respectively, to achieve the MDG targets for sanitation by 2015.

iv. Monitoring and Reporting: Recommended actions seek (i) to strengthen the WHO/UNICEF Joint Monitoring Programme (JMP) for adequate global monitoring of the MDG targets for water supply and sanitation, (ii) to assist national governments to monitor the delivery of services in a harmonized and consistent manner, and (iii) to increase the allocation of resources for sector monitoring and reporting activities.

v. Integrated Water Resources Management: IWRM provides opportunities to optimize the contribution of water development to the socio-economic well-being of the population in a sustainable manner. Recommended actions seek to encourage national governments to be pro-active by reporting on the status of their IWRM and water efficiency plans and the concrete actions taken for their implementation; and to provide support to establish or strengthen WBOs.

vi. Water and Disaster: Water-related disasters, notably floods and droughts have had adverse impact on the economies of African countries in the past decade. In recognition of this, recommended actions seek to support efforts towards development of a comprehensive approach to water-related disaster management that includes investments in water infrastructure, and establishing or strengthening disaster forecasting and timely warning systems at the regional, sub regional and national levels.

4.2
Africa has articulated the issues and challenges confronting the water and sanitation sector and has defined an agenda comprising desired measures through the NEPAD and AMCOW initiatives and programmes. The major priority areas of actions identified for strategic development of the water sector in Africa to attain the MDG targets and African Water Vision for 2025 through the various consultative processes by AMCOW and its partners include the above six thematic focus areas identified by UNSGAB. Implementation of the agenda requires mobilization of adequate human and financial capacity for which Africa needs support. Assistance provided by the UNSGAB in meeting Africa’s aspirations regarding sustainable development of the water and sanitation sector is desirable. 

4.3
Given the common goals of AMCOW and the UNSGAB, as well as the priority accorded to Africa by the United Nations, and other international as well as inter-regional partnerships with Africa, the following broad areas are identified for collaboration between the UNSGAB and AMCOW and its Partners. 
i) Financing

· Advocacy and support to mobilize adequate internal and external funds to support investments in the water and sanitation sector to meet the financial requirement of about US$ 20 billion per annum to enable attainment of the MDGs and the African Water Vision by 2025;

· Advocacy and support for increased donor assistance to NEPAD – WSIP and CAADP, ICA, AWF and RWSSI. 

· Advocacy for the realization of donor pledges to AWF, RWSSI and other water-related initiatives;

ii) Water Resources Development
· Advocacy and support for the accelerated development of water resources for increased water supply, food and energy security, increase storage capacity, assist in mitigation of the effect of climatic changes and water-related natural and man-made disasters;
iii) Sanitation

· Support to national governments to develop adequate policies and strategies,;

· Advocacy for a more focused attention to sanitation to promote its accelerated development in Africa.

iv) Integrated Water Resources Management

· Advocacy and support to establish sub-regional IWRM centres of excellence in Africa;

· Advocacy and support to national governments to adopt IWRM policy and principles;

· Advocacy and support to accelerate establishment or strengthening of WBOs;

· Increased support to AWF, NEPAD-WSIP and CAADP. 

v) Water and Disaster

· Support to create awareness and to develop early warning systems

· Support to strengthen countries’ preparedness to withstand disaster through increased investments in water infrastructure.
· Support to establish and strengthen HYCOS systems.

vi) Water Utility Management 
· Establishment of regional training centres for utility management;

· Provision of support for formulation and/or strengthening of policy instruments and regulatory framework in individual countries;

· Development of appropriate and generic institutional infrastructure;
· Development of a regional strategic framework for urban water supply and sanitation.
vii) Monitoring and Reporting

· Support for the establishment of improved monitoring and reporting systems in individual countries;

· Harmonization of national, sub-regional, and regional monitoring and reporting mechanisms with those of the global JMP;

· Establishment of a review mechanism for validation of monitoring outcomes in individual countries.

5. STRATEGIC PRIORITIES FOR COOPERATION 
5.1
Recognizing the UNSGAB’s capacity to broker cooperation at higher political levels, and the need for long-term partisanship with African countries under the framework of AMCOW, areas of strategic priority for engagement are identified. The strategic priority areas and the proposed engagement of UNSGAB are summarized in the table below.

	Item
	Strategic Priority Area
	Proposed Engagement of UNSGAB

	1
	Focusing international and UN wide attention on Africa’s Water Policy Challenges
	Convening annual high-level policy dialogue on Africa – UNSGAB, AU, global and regional leaders could be invited.

	2
	Mobilizing financial resources for key water initiatives in Africa (trust funds, initiatives, investments)
	Support to AMCOW Trust Fund, RWSSI, African Water Facility, ICA.  Facilitating easy access to EU Water Facility resources.

	3
	Monitoring and reporting international and UN-wide commitments to Africa Water Challenges
	Nurturing dialogue on EU and G8; Facilitating regular review meetings on progress made in the implementation Africa

	4
	Promoting international dialogue on obstacles to achieving the MDGs’ on water and sanitation in Africa
	Strengthening the coordination mechanisms among partners and regional actors.

	5
	Jointly exploring development of a regional strategic framework for urban water supply and sanitation
	Commissioning a study on development of a regional strategic framework for urban water supply and sanitation

	6
	Promotion of trans-boundary cooperation
	Support development of frameworks and actions aimed at strengthening trans-boundary cooperation

	7
	Coping with variability of climate change
	Support to strengthen countries’ preparedness to withstand disaster through increased investments in water infrastructure and data base 

	8
	Accelerating water infrastructure development
	Support for mobilization of financial resources for water infrastructures and strengthening the institutional capacity managing the infrastructure 


6. WAY FORWARD

In order to realise the above broad areas of collaboration, and the priority focus areas, the following initial undertakings are envisaged for closer cooperation between AMCOW and UNSGAB to:

· advocate at the highest political international level for support for the implementation of Africa’s water agenda;

· advance present and future AMCOW work programme in order to mainstream good governance, institutional arrangements, regional and sub-regional inter-governmental dialogues;
· take note of the 6th Ordinary Session of AMCOW scheduled for 16 March, 2007;
· promote collaboration with regional and international partners in support of AMCOW’s priorities through regular dialogue;
· harmonise the many initiatives in the region on water in a sustainable manner; 

· support upcoming events such as the second Donor Conference on Rural Water Supply and Sanitation, the Africa Water Week, and the 5th Anniversary of WSSD; and
· promote interaction between AMCOW and UNSGAB through regular dialogue to ensure increased attention to Africa’s water policy challenges.

7. CONCLUSION

7.1 It is hoped that the meeting will result in strengthening the support of the international community to on-going regional water initiatives and programmes and enable UNSGAB to play an active role in this area. The dialogue will also provide an opportunity for identifying common grounds of cooperation and partnership between the UNSGAB and African stakeholders on long-term strategic priorities of the continent. 

7.2 In this context, AMCOW and the UNSGAB, along with the major regional institutions such as the African Development Bank should explore and develop specific modalities for the follow-up of the Tunis dialogue meeting and future activities

Annex 1
Past Africa Water Activities

The first collective action on water in Africa dates back to September 1968, where the African Convention on the Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources was adopted at Algiers by the Organization of African Unity. The Convention gives considerable prominence to water resources. Article II of the Convention declares that the Contracting States “undertake to adopt the measures to ensure conservation, utilisation and development of soil, water, flora, and fauna resources in accordance with scientific principles and with due regard to the interests of the people.”

Following this collaborative action, various international fora have been organized by the UN and other international bodies. Subsequently, the first and second World Water Fora were organized in Morocco (1997) and The Netherlands (2000) with the active participation of Africa resulting in the development of the Africa Water Vision (AWV) for 2025, along with a Framework for Action. The establishment of the African Water Task Force (AWTF) and organization of the International Conference on Fresh Water in 2001 gave credence to the internalization of the African Water Vision by African countries and the establishment of the African Ministers’ Conference on Water (AMCOW). 

The third and fourth World Water Fora organized in Japan (2003) and Mexico (2006), respectively have given prominence to African water issues and challenges. In particular, the fourth Water World Forum provided an opportunity for Africa to make a ministerial declaration on water within the context of the African Water Vision, NEPAD and the region’s commitment to the MDGs among others.

The major activities undertaken in respect of development of Africa water since the dawn of the millennium include the following:

· 2nd World Water Forum, The Hague, Netherlands (2000) - Formulation and adoption of the Africa Water Vision for 2025 and the Framework for Action by the African Caucus that received wide support among African countries and their development partners.

· Establishment of the African Water Task Force (AWTF) in 2001 and the launch of Africa Water Forum to assist in focusing the world’s attention on African water issues.

· International Conference on Fresh Water, Bonn, Germany, (2001) – Recommendation made by 45 African ministers to establish an African Ministers Council on Water (AMCOW), which was formally launched with the Abuja Declaration, Nigeria, in April 2002.

· World Summit on Sustainable Development, Johannesburg (WSSD),  South Africa, (2002) – Reaffirmation of the MDGs and agreement to include a target for sanitation among the MDGs. First formal meeting of AMCOW and its endorsement of the recommendation to establish an Africa Water Facility (AWF). 

· Stakeholders’ Conference on Water and Sustainable Development, Accra, Ghana, (2002) –Recommendation to establish the African Water Facility (AWF). The AWF was finally established when the AfDB Board of Governors approved the instrument for the Establishment of the AWF Special fund in May, 2004.

· 3rd World Water Forum, Kyoto, Japan, (2003) - Organization of Africa Day by the AWTF at the forum to promote Africa water issues and challenges. Africa Day focussed on water, poverty, health, food security, financing, shared water basins, and how to inter-phase with the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD).
· Pan Africa Conference on Implementation and Partnership, Addis Ababa, (2003) – Reviewed commitments previously made by governments and development partners and fostered partnership arrangements to facilitate implementation of action programmes. Signed a joint declaration on the implementation of the African-European Union Strategic Partnership on Water and Sanitation and launched the following:

· The African Water Facility, 

· The African Water Journal,

· The Water and Sanitation for African Cities Programme (Phase II), 

· The Rural Water Supply and Sanitation Initiative.

· 1st AfDB Water Week, Tunis, Tunisia, (2004) – Focused on the MDG and Water Security Challenges and Responses, The Water Week forged partnerships around the Bank’s major initiatives and galvanized broad support from the stakeholders for concerted action to advance sustainable water resources management and development in Africa. 

· International conference on attaining the Millennium Development Goal for water in rural Africa, Paris, France, (2005) -- The Rural Water supply and Sanitation Initiative (RWSSI) conceived by the African Development Bank was accepted in March 2005 at the Paris Conference by African countries, representatives of developed countries, multilateral and bilateral donor agencies, and civil society organizations as an African initiative.

· 4th World Water Forum, Mexico City, Mexico, (2006) – AMCOW’s Declaration on water resources development in Africa, Articulation of the main issues and challenges facing the water and sanitation sector in Africa. Consideration of local actions to be scaled up as tools and instruments for achieving the MDGs.
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