EMWIS

EURO-MEDITERRANEAN INFORMATION SYSTEM ON KNOW-HOW IN THE WATER SECTOR
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he Euro-Mediterranean Conferance on

Local ‘Water Managemaent, held in

Marseilles in Movember 1996, stressed

the need of providing accass to wide and

substantial knowladge in all partrer

Countries, in particular knowledge
concaming relevant subjects, available tools and
documentation, wtilized dechnigqees and methods,
programs and research results, training
opportunities, ete.

Tha information available on the above mentioned
issues is fragmaentary, scattered and heterogensous.
That is why it has been agreed to launch a great
effort in rationalizing and making readable he
information, enabling its better access and
utilisation.

For these reasons, at the Conference it has been
decided 1o study the approach for the
implemantation of an information system that will
allow 1o connect the already available existing
information sources: the EMWIS (Euro-Mediterranaan
Information Systerm on Know-now in e YWater
Seclor).

This study has been cofinanced by France and
E.ULCommission, and has been promoted by a
Working Group constituted by 10 Countries [Algeria,
Cyprus, France, Italy, Jordan, Malta, Moroceo,
Palestinian Authority, Spain and United Kingdom)
lead Dy the Water Dept, of the French Ministry of the
Erviranment. The work co-ordinatkon and the
secretanal support have been assured by the Office
International de 'Eau (France),

The above mentioned Working Group met in
Amman {Jordan) In April 2297, in valence [Spain)
in Dctober 1997, The conclusions of tha
activities of the Group have been presented in
Maples ([taly) in December 1997, on the
coccasion of the Conference which grouped the
Directors General for the Water Sector and tha
main aperators invoalvad n this project from the
27 Gountries participating In the Euro-
Mediterrancsan partnership.

The most impartant conclusions of the feasibility
analysis are summarised as follows:

a) EMWIS is a toal for co-operation betwsan the

Eurc-Mediterranean Counfries finalised to:

= [acililating the access to the existing
infermation an know-how in the water sector; in
particular on the following four issues:

* institutions,

* docurmentation,

* training and reseanch,

* data management,

= developlng the dissemination of other
Infarmation,

+ creqating comamon tools and promating the
NECesSSary co-0peration programs.

b) EMWIS itself will not deal with data conceming
water resources, since they are within under the
responsibiity of the participating Counfries,

Loaking at the structure in more detail, EMWIS is

based of the following criteria:

A} The information concerning each Country will be
made available by a "Mational Focal Point® for
each country and by the EMWIS “Technical Unit®,
Cnily the information sowrces, having a “Quality
label” imprinted by the EMWIS managers, will be
accessible through the System, whose existence
is based on a complete participation. Each
partner Country is directly engaged in the
Systerm.

B) Cwse to its original approach on know-how in water

seclor, EMWIS is complamentary to several

international actions in the field of water
resources data management (EEA, MED-HYCOS,

.. and in specific fislds concerning the "know-

how” (training, local experts, batch files ).

Therafora close collaboration will be ensured with

ather international programs.

EMWIS will be addressed to public and private

aperabors in the Mediterranean water fiekd:

(administrations, water sendces, training and

research centres, study offices, enterprises, ..,

evien though it is accessible to everyone
concarnad with water management,
D) Technically speaking. EMWIS will be
implemented thanks to an ynformation system
adequately locally distributed and labelled, and
will make use of the Internet network which is
already available in the 27 Countries. i is also
foreseen to base EMWIS on the Internet TEN 34
Metwork (transauropean network co-financed by
the E.U. Commission) and on RAITMET
(“Regional Arab Information Technology
Matwork” co-financed by UMESCO) in order to
assure a good communication quality betwesn
the partners.
E} The plan of work for establishing EMWIS In three
years has been defined (199820001, Such a
programme is based on the development of
information access to the following priority Issees:
= Organisation of communication network:
= Elaboration and dissemination of a Ddrectory
(institutions, operators, experts, ..} and a
source information catalogue concerning the 27
Countries:

* Development of common access to the existing
irformation systems;

* Development of the access to information nat
digitised (paper list, microfiches, ..

= Access procedure for languages other than
English and French {in use from the beginning);

= Flaboration of common byproducts in order to
make the information valuable,

)

—

The general EMWIS architecture, as approved In
Maphes, can be summarised as following:

1. A Steering Committes will identify the main
sirategies and guide lines, and will approve the
budget and the yearly activity report. The Steering
Committee is appointed for 3 years and s
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composed by 10 Countries, among them 3
European Countries wich will financially support
the Technical Unit, together with the E.L.
Commission. AL present the presidency is
enirusted to laly and the vicepresidency to
Jordan.

2. The general structure for management will rely in
each country upon a Mational Focal Point. All the
Matiora| Focal Points will be put tagether in a Co-
ordination Committee under the presidency of
Algeria and the vice-presidency of the France.

3. The Technical Unit will be based on an European
consortium made up of three principal operators
[ French, ltallan and Spanish) dealing with the
water information sector. Such a consortium will
be constituted as an European Grouping for
Economic Interest, whose headquarters will be
located in France.

The EMWIS funding is guaranteed by the financial
contributions of the three Euwropean Countries
members of the Technical Unit, of the E:U.
Commission and of all the Couwntries as far as the
Mational Focal Points activities are concerned,

A 3 whaole, it is important to underdine theat the
astablishment of EMWIS is entirely in line with the
evolutionary framework, at ghobal level, of the water
TES0URCESs Sector.

A few months after the Euro-Mediterranean
Conference of Naples, France invited to Paris 80
Countries - 60 at Minister level - with the aim of
identifying the fundamental strategic principles for
the water management. The Directives and the
Action Plan, approved at that International
Conference on Water and Sustainable
Development, aim at promoting the start up of
actions finalised to the developmeant and fumd
mabilising necessary in order to ensure the future
and suitable availability of water for the varous
needs of the civil society.

It is usaful to recall, on this subject, that the
waler nieeds for urban, industrial and agricultural
purpase are fundamentally in competition between
themaalvas.

Generally speaking, the Conference of Paris has
fully recognised the importance of EMWIS and its
basic principlas: the dissemination of sclentiflc and
technical information concaming water resources,
determined action for sharing know-how and optimal
modality for water resources management, as well
the: Mediterranean scientific co-operation,

After Paris, it has been the United Nations turm,
last spring. The Sustainable Development
Commission met in New York with the alm of
discussing sevaral aspects related to future water
availability and freshwater management In order to
reach a genaral consensus on some broad
gukdelines. In Mew York, also, the right emphasis
has given to the role of information, since mothing
can be developad without knowledge and
development can not exist without certainty of
Tuture waber availability.

WALTER MAZZITTI
PRESIDENT OF THE ENWIS STEERING COMMITTEE



The EMWIS Technical Unit
is born: establishment
of EEIG

urther to the feasibility study carfed out in 1997, the Water Directors of the

countries signatories of Barcelona Convention adopted EMWIS threeyear

action programme. ks management and implementation have been entrusted to a

Technical Unit (TU) to be created between Spain, France and Italy. This Technical

Unit gathers:

* E| “Centro de Estudio y Experimentacion de Obras Poblicas”™ (Cedex) for Spain;

» The International Office Tor Water (GEau) for France;

« La “Societd per la gestione degll impianti idrici- societa per azionl® (SOGESID
S.p.A) for [taly.

the last two organizations being regrouped in 8 European Economic Interest

Group (EEIG) named “GEIE UT-SEMIDE", created in order 1o manage financial

and human resources and equipment necessary for the functioning of this

Technical Unit.

The statutes of this EEIG were signed on June 15, 1988, between:

+ the Intemnational Office for Water, represented by Mr. Donzier (General
Marnager),

and

« SOGESID S.p.A., represented by Mr. Mazzola (President).

Besides, the three Technical Unil's members drew up an agraement protocol in

aeder 1o officlalize their will to copperate,

The heaguarters will be located in Sophia-Antipolis (FRANCE] at the following
address.

Department of Intarmational Cooperation

Intermational Office for Water

BPF 75 - OB002Z Sophiaantipolis (FRAMCE)

Besides, the International Office for Water has been appointed manager of the
EEIG and has been allowad to sign a grant agreement of ECU 1,200,000 with the
European Commission for financing the project named “EMWIS implementation”.

I order to finalize the organizational principles of this Technical Unit, the
representatives of the 3 EMWIS Technical Unit's members met on June 26 and 26
in Sophia-antipolis. This mesting permitted in particular to:
= Approve EMWIS first year planned programme;

« Approve task sharing betwesan TU's members;

« Approve the profile of the permanent agents who will be seconded by TU's
members;

» Approve the principles of task sharing for technical assistance amd training
actions financed by the European Gommission;

« Approve the first year planned budget for investment and functioning of the
Technical Unit, which will be submitted to EMWIS second Management
Committee (Rome, on July @, 1998), It has been agreed that the contributions
of TU s members will be identical and amount to & total of ECU 507,726 for the
firat wear, i.2. ECU 169,242 per member,
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The Ministers of Foreign
Affairs of the 27 partners
met in Palermo:

«The EMWIS is a reality»

T he sustainable supply and the rational management of water resources are
priority-items for the Euro-Mediterrangan parinership,

The work programme embodied in the Barcelona Declaration devotes an
important role to water and opens the way to the adoptlon of concrete co-
operation actions,

The Ministerial Conference of Marseilles on November 26, 1996, which was
halkd an the initlative of France, has given the first and important answar, in fixing
the fundamental principles for an efficient policy for water, a resource which is
more and more scarce and badly used. The Conference has also proposed the
realisation of an Information system on the know-how in the water sector (EMWIS).

The priority of water in the socio-economic development of the Mediterranean
region has been endorsed by the Conference of Forelgn Ministers in Malta on Apsil
1997, The Conference of Ministers for the Environment, too, which was hakd the

following November in Helsinki, has renewed the invitation to extend co-operation
in order to meet the increasing needs of this valuable resource, The Ministers for
Emvironment have also supported the EMWIS implementation,

In fact, the Conference of Directors General for water, which was held a month
later In Maples on the initiative of taly, has adopted the System not only as an
information tool, but also as an instrument for cooperation among partners. This
% a very important result.

The task of the System is that of disseminating amd transferring the krow-how
and specific exparences for the rational management of water resourcas. The
decision of Maples is emblematic of the spirit of partnership and contributes to
increasing the trust in the region.

In fact, water is not only the source of life and the essential basis for socio-
economic development, but, unfortunately, alse of tensions, We have succeeded
in making & network connection among all the coast countries and those of the
EU: this represents 8 work of unguestionable political value, A proof of this is the
fact that EMWIS is expressely mentionad in the final UK Presidency Declaration
of during the meeting of the Ministers of Foreign Affairs, which was held on June
34 in Palermo. It stressed, by unanimous deciskon, the relaunching of the Euro-
Mediterranean partnership. It is unguestionatde that EMWIS has a central place
among the main partmership realisations.

The EMWIS Steering Committes is aware that It s now urgent to go for action;
therafore it will meet for the second time, in Rome on July 6, 1998, The Steering
Committes is composed by Algeria, Cyprus, France, |taly, Jordan, Malta, Marocoo,
Spaln, the United Kingdom, the Palestinian Authority and the European
Commission,

There ks now a favourable context to make concrebe and important progress,
The EMWIS Is & tool that can act as catalyst for other actions and fora, Inchuding
the Water Mediterranean Network, which was set up by the Rome Conference in
1992 in order to promote commeon actions in the field of water planning and
management,

AMBASSADOR ANTOMNID BALSM|
COORDIMNATCR FOR TALY OF THE EURO-MEMMTERRAKEAN PARTHMERSHIF

EMWIS
presented in Venice

Voo, & May 15968, Presentation of EWWLS

S EMIDE raised great interest during the International Conference on Water
Pollicy In Europe organized by the Italian Federation of Public Gas and Water
Utilitles (Federgasacqua] and EUREAU [Eurcpean Union of MNational Associations of
Freshwater and Sewage Services) on the oceasion of the 30 Anniversary of the
Eurcpean Water Charter.

Mr. Walter Mazzitti, President of the SEMIDE Steering Committes, and Mr.
Antankn Badini Ambassador and Coordinator of the Eurc-Meditermanean Partnership
for ttaly, Mr, Francois Casal, Deputy Director for Water of the French Ministry for
Emdronment, Mr. G_F. Donzier Director of the the Office international de I'Eauw, Mr.
.0, Santafé Martinez, Regional Director in the Minlstry of Pulblic Works for Spain,
br. Edoardo Berera, Professor of Information Networks and author of the SEMIDE
System study participated in the event, Mr. B, Mazzola, SOGESID S.p.A. President.

The conclusions were presented by B, Brusset, representative of the European
Commission, who outlined the European policy for Water In the Mediterranean
Region,



