[HE JORDAN TIMES | Monday, April 16, 2007 JORDAN 3

Experts discuss water
resource management

By Mohammad Ben Hussein

AMMAN — Water experts
on Sunday said the need for
better management of water
resources has become in-
creasingly important, as the
Kingdom continues to suffer
from a chronic water short-
age. '

“Jordan still has a long
way to go before it can be
considered a model for water
management,” Regional
Monitoring and Support
Unit (RMSU) team leader
Gert Soer said on the side-
lines of an international con-
ference on water manage-
ment.

Participants at the first
Euro-Mediterranean Pro-
gramme for Local Water
Management (MEDA) Water
Partners Conference which
opened at the Dead Sea yes-
terday, seek to improve water
management by sharing ex-
periences and knowledge on
latest methods and technolo-

BY.
MEDA is designed to im-
prove local water manage-

ment conditions through co-
operation of nonprofit or-
ganisations from the Euro-
pean Union and MENA coun-
tries, capacity building, con-
struction of demonstration
plants, technology transfer
and creation of awareness
among concerned parties in
the use of water, according to
a MEDA statement.

Three main issues are
under the spotlight: Water
supply and wastewater
reuse, irrigation water man-
agement and improvement
of decision-making struc-
tures in irrigation, rural
water supply and sanitation,
and drought management.

Water experts told The

Jordan Times that half the
water used for agriculture is
lost.
"Jordan is one of the most
water scarce countries,
therefore it needs to improve
the management of water...
Our aim is to make the King-
dom use 100 per cent of the
water designated for agricul-
ture,” said Soer.

Several projects are cur-

rently being implemented in
Jordan with the help of the
MEDA programme, includ-
ing improvement in irriga-
tion water management, effi-
cient management of waste-
water, its treatment and
reuse, and autonomous de-
salination system concepts
for supplying rural areas
with fresh water. The sys-
tems would be powered by
solar or wind energy.

Another project also in-
volves development of tools
and guidelines for the pro-
motion of sustainable urban
wastewater use.

Soer indicated that Jordan
— considered among the 10
most water-deprived coun-
tries in the world — needs to
invest in such projects.

Representatives of MEDA
water projects, local and re-
gional stakeholders, water
authorities from: MEDA
countries, the European
Commission and relevant in-
ternational and regional or-
ganisations are attending
the two-day conference, or-
ganised by the RMSU,




